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Advanced Parenting 
Workshops

Sound Off !

The Connections staff wants 
to hear from you. What do 
you like about this monthly 
newsletter? What would 
you like to see more of? 
Are the articles helpful? 

Please email ideas to:
press@northwestmedia.com 

Getting the Most From Shared Accounts

There’s some confusion about shared 
FosterParentCollege.com accounts. 
Let’s see if we can clear things up 
for you.

 What is a shared account?Q:Q

 A shared account is when Q:A
partners list both of their names 
on an FPC account and both 
names appear on certificates of 
completion.

Do agencies accept shared Q:Q
certificates towards annual 
training hours?

Many do, some don’t. Parents Q:A
should check with their agency 
before signing up together.

Mary Smith already has an Q:Q
account and has several classes 
pending, but not purchased 
(similar to a shopping cart with 
items that might get purchased). 
She decides which class she 
wants to take and realizes her 
partner, Bob, should take the 
class as well. She adds him to 
her account and purchases the 
class, but his name is not on the 
enrollment. What happened?

Mary selected the classes while Q:A
she had an individual account. 
In order to purchase the class for 
both herself and Bob, she would 
have to empty her “Pending” list, 
add Bob to the account, then 
purchase the class.

Do parents save money by Q:Q
sharing an account and taking a 
class together?

We’re sorry, but no they do not. Q:A
If 2 names are on the account, 
both will be charged when a 
course is purchased.

When a couple have a shared Q:Q
account and enroll in a class, do 
they need to watch the class at 
the same time?

No, they do not. However, Q:A they 
must take the questionnaire 
together after both have 
finished watching the course. 
Once the questionnaire has been 
completed, the couple cannot 
watch the class any more. 
 
For example, if Mary watches 
the class alone and takes the 
questionnaire, Bob will not be 
able to view the course or take 
the questionnaire. 
 
Instead, Mary should watch 
the course but not take the 
questionnaire. After Bob watches 
the course and both feel they 
understand the material, they 
should sit down and answer the 
questions together. FPC users 
have 30 days to complete a 
class, but once the questionnaire 
has been answered the class is 
considered done for that user 
and they cannot watch it any 
more.

This article did not answer my Q:Q
question about shared accounts. 
What do I do?

The staff at FosterParentCollege.Q:A
com are very nice people who 
will be happy to answer your 
questions via email or phone. 
Email us by clicking the “Send 
a Comment” button on your 
account or our website or call 
800-777-6636. We are here 
from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m. PDT, 
Monday through Friday.
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Carefree Cooking – Seven Layer Tex-Mex Dip

There's sky-high flavor in this super seven-layer 
dip, piled high with refried beans, guacamole, sour 
cream, Cheddar cheese, tomato, green onions and 
black olives for a little taste of tor til la heaven. 
Scoop up with your favorite tortilla chips and serve 
with salad for a fun, kid-friendly dinner. 
 
Ingredients: 1 16-ounce can refried beans  X

1 cup guacamole  X

1/4 cup mayonnaise  X

1 8-ounce container sour cream  X

1 1-ounce package taco seasoning mix  X

2 cups shredded Cheddar cheese  X

1 tomato, chopped  X

1/4 cup chopped green onions  X

1/4 cup black olives, drained  X

Directions: In a large serving dish, spread the refried 1. 

beans. Layer the guacamole on top of the 
beans. 

In a medium bowl, mix the mayonnaise, 2. 

sour cream and taco seasoning mix. 
Spread over the layer of guacamole. 

Sprinkle a layer of Cheddar cheese over 3. 

the mayonnaise mixture layer. Sprinkle 
tomato, green onions and black olives 
over the cheese. 

From Kaboose.com

iFoster Discounts and Services Aid Resource Families 

iFoster, a free members-only community for teens 
and kids in out-of-home care, seeks to level the 
playing field for at-risk youth by connecting them 
and their caregivers with the services and supports 
they need to achieve a successful life.

Current iFoster programs provideQ:

computers, cell phones, and tech support at  X

deep discounts

discounts for dental and medical care X

discounts for clothing, food, and school  X

supplies

employment services X

Coming soon areQ:

free/low-cost mentoring and tutoring services X

online learning, K-12 tools and support X

online GED completion X

job training and internship programs X

much more! X

The non-profit, founded in 2010 by Reid and Serita 
Cox, par tners with national, regional, and local 
retailers and service providers to offer over $1 million 
in savings per month to over 1 million children and 
youth across the US.

To learn more, visit www.ifoster.org.
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Opportunities

Registration is underway now for the 25th Annual 
Growing Pains NILA Conference. FPC’s president 
and CEO Lee White will present. The conference 
will be Sept. 4-7 in Atlanta. For more details, visit 
www.danielkids.org or call 800-226-7612.

Advanced Parenting Workshops begin August 7. 
Enroll in workshops on Anger and Lying by visiting 
www.FosterParentCollege.com. 

Lea rn  how  tak i ng  FPC  c l asses  bene f i t s  t he 
N a t i o n a l  F o s t e r  P a r e n t  A s s o c i a t i o n .  V i s i t  
www.FosterParentCollege.com and cl ick on the 
NFPA logo.

Yes,  you CAN repr int  ar t ic les  f rom 
th is  news le t te r .  P lease  not i fy  us  o f 
your plans, and on the ar ticle state the 
story is “Reprinted with permission from 
FosterParentCollege.com® Connections.”  
Email Lisa at press@northwestmedia.com.

Advance Planning Eases Return to School 

Summer is subl ime, but for frazzled parents of 
rambunctious school-age kids, September may be 
starting to look like an oasis of calm. Planning and 
preparing now can ease the turbulence of back to 
school. Here are some things you can do to get 
ready for the transition.

Medical – Check the child’s records for a vaccination 
form, date of last physical, and other info your 
school district requires. If the child is new to your 
home, consider scheduling a “getting to know 
you” appointment with your doctor.

Paperwork – Make sure you have the name, address 
and phone number of the last school the child 
attended, plus other required information. Your 
neighborhood school staff is likely in the office 
this month and eager to guide you.

Education plans –  Ask your child’s caseworker 
what, if any, education plans or services the child 
had before. Confirm that the school registrar and 
counselor have what they need for the child.

Lifesaver card – Write up a small card with essential 
info the child may not yet have memorized, like 
your address and phone number, his bus number, 
the name and number of a helpful relative or 
neighbor in case of emergency. Make a couple 
of copies and give him one for his backpack and 
one for his pocket. Laminate the cards if he has 
memory or attention problems and might need 
to carry them around a while. If he tends to lose 

things, pin one to the inside of his backpack, but 
make sure it is not visible to others (for safety).

Take a tour – If the child is bussing, biking, or walking 
to school, practice the route until he is comfortable. 
Tour the school. Visit the classroom. Play on the 
playground. Practice opening his locker.

Meet ‘n’ greet – Attend open houses and orientations. 
Talk with the teacher and school secretaries so 
they know the child and have a general idea of 
his strengths and challenges. If he’s willing, have 
the child do the talking.

Prepare his story – Help the child come up with 
a way to describe his living situation that he is 
comfortable with. He needs to know that his story 
is private and he has a right to keep unpleasant 
details from other children.

The FosterParentCollege.com class Working with 
Schools has more information about working with 
school staf f,  advocating for your child, special 
education, roles and responsibilities, and more. 

SocialLearning.com sel ls  books and DVDs for 
helping children who have ADD, ADHD, dyslexia, 
autism, Asperger’s syndrome, FAS, bipolar, and 
other challenges succeed in school.

This ar t icle f i rst  appeared in the August,  2009 
Connections.
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August Word Find Fun – Hang this page on your fridge for your children’s enjoyment.

The Summer Olympics are happening now in London. All of the words in this puzzle have something 
to do with the Olympics. Have fun!

T B A S T E E P L E C H A S E T

O S U E X L G R E E C E M F K L

R O G G N I M M I W S H U F L R

C C N O D N O L V R U N N I N G

H C I R L Y R E H C R A Y J K V

P E Z E H D C B C M S I L V E R

Z R O K I S E L D R U H C D V F

Word Key:

Hurdle X

Steeplechase X

London X

Torch X

Greece X

Soccer X

Gold X

Running X

Swimming X

Archery X

Silver X

Fun X

August 2012FosterParentCollege.com®

Kids Korner

Kids Krafts –  Ceremonial Olympic Torch

Celebrate the Olympic Games by making this easy 
ceremonial Olympic torch craft. You can create 
your own games in the backyard with the help of 
neighborhood friends and some grown-ups!

What You Will Need (per ball):

1 sheet of white  X

construction paper 

Clear tape  X

Red, yellow, and  X

orange tissue paper, 
12" x 12" square of 
each color 

White craft glue  X

How To Make Them:

Roll the construction paper into a cone shape, 1. 

tape closed. 

Layer the tissue paper squares, red on the 2. 

bottom, then orange, and yellow on top. 

Gather from the center of the squares and hold 3. 

in your hand like a bouquet of flowers. 

Put some white craft glue into the sides of the 4. 

opening of the cone. 

Place the tissue paper into the cone and let the 5. 

glue dry completely. 

Tips:

If you want a really tall torch like the real 1. 

Olympic torch, use a piece of white poster 
board instead of the construction paper. 

Instead of tissue paper you can use 2. 

construction paper in the same colors. Simply 
cut them into flame shapes and glue inside the 
cone opening. 

Have a piece of tape ready before rolling the 3. 

cone, this way you won't be struggling with the 
tape while trying to hold the cone's shape. 

From Kaboose.com
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